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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Recluse, WY Accident Number: WPR24FA257

Date & Time: July 26, 2024, 13:04 Local Registration: N357HE

Aircraft: PILATUS AIRCRAFT LTD PC-
12/47E Injuries: 7 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On July 26, 2024, about 1304 mountain daylight time, a Pilatus Aircraft LTD, PC-12/47E 
airplane, N357HE, was destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Recluse, Wyoming. 
The pilot and six passengers were fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code 
of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

A review of ADS-B data provided by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) showed that the 
airplane departed Nebraska City Municipal Airport, Nebraska City, Nebraska, about 1200, and 
flew on a northwest track with an intended destination of Billings Logan International Airport 
(BIL), Billings, Montana. The data showed that the airplane climbed to a maximum cruise 
altitude of about 26,000 ft mean sea level (msl). 

About 1302, the airplane maneuvered to the right of course and climbed to about 27,550 ft msl 
and performed a 270° right turn. In the first 180° of the turn, the airplane descended to an 
altitude of about 25,250 ft msl, however, it climbed to about 27,025 ft msl in in the last 90° of 
the turn. Shortly after, the data showed the airplane made a slight left turn before it began a 
descending 180° right turn. The last data point showed the airplane on a southerly heading, at 
an altitude of about 21,900 ft msl, and with a groundspeed of 256 knots.

During the last portion of the flight, the pilot reported to the Salt Lake City Air Route Traffic 
Control Center controller the loss of the autopilot and declared an emergency. The controller 
queried the pilot on where he would like to land, however, received no initial response. The pilot 
then responded that he was trying to get control of the airplane to which the controller advised 
the pilot to let them know if he required additional assistance. The controller then advised the 
pilot of the minimum instrument flight rules (IFR) altitude and current altimeter with no further 
response from the pilot. 
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Following a loss of radio and radar contact, the FAA issued an Alert Notice (ALNOT) for the 
airplane. Subsequently, the airplane was located by local law enforcement personnel in remote 
terrain about 12 miles northeast of Recluse, Wyoming. 

One witness located near the accident site heard a “loud whining noise” that diminished and 
then increased followed shortly thereafter by smoke emanating from the area of the accident 
site. Another witness observed the airplane overhead in a “barrel roll” maneuver and heard the 
airplane’s engine “roaring loud” until they heard the airplane impact terrain. The witness stated 
that they saw the smoke in the area shortly after. 

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane impacted terrain on a magnetic 
heading of about 099°. The main wreckage was located at an elevation of about 4,030 ft msl, 
and on a slope of about 20°. The initial impact point was a ground disturbance about 10 ft in 
length, 41 ft in width, and 6 ft in depth, where a majority of the airplane wreckage was 
embedded in the ground. 

Surrounding the ground disturbance was a large area of burnt vegetation. Small fragments of 
the airplane were scattered throughout an approximate 300 ft radius from the main wreckage. 
A post impact fire ensued that encompassed an area of about 40 acres, primarily to the west 
of the main wreckage.

Two sections of the left-wing and various fragments of the airplane were located along a 
debris path that extended about 0.82 miles from the main wreckage on a heading of about 
300° magnetic. All major components of the airplane were contained within the accident site 
and debris path. 

The airplane wreckage was recovered to a secure facility for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: PILATUS AIRCRAFT LTD Registration: N357HE

Model/Series: PC-12/47E Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KGCC,4365 ft msl Observation Time: 12:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 32 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 25°C /6°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 10 knots / , 30°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.05 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: IFR

Departure Point: Nebraska City, NE (AFK) Destination: Billings, MT (BIL)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 6 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 7 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 44.877289,-105.58919 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Nixon, Albert

Additional Participating Persons: Chad Glaza; FAA; Casper, WY
Marlus Kohler; Pilatus Aircraft LTD; Stans
Jay Eller; Honeywell; Phoenix, AZ

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

